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The Paris Agreement architecture is based on continuously
increasing the ambitions of the Nationally = Determined Contributions
(NDCs) until they align with long -term climate goals to reduce
climate change.! The Global Stocktake (GST) is the institutional
mechanism established by the Agreement to assess the collective
progress toward climate goals every fi ve years. Starting in 2023, the
GST will inform the next round of NDCs and international action
(Northrop et al.,, 2018). In this context, the Independent Global
Stocktake (iGST) initiative, integrated by organizations, analysts,
advocates, and campaigners, aims to strengthen the GSTOs accuracy,
transparency, accountability, and relevance (Holz et al., 2019).

The iIGST Civil Society Network in Latin America and the
Caribbean (LAC) is an initiative that seeks to bring together the
experience and visions of LAC climate actors into the iGST for
mutual learning and knowledge sharing. LAC countries have wide
variations in greenhouse gas emissions, positions regarding the
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC), the ambitions of their NDCs, an d climate policy
orientation (Hochstetler & Viola, 2012; Pulver, 2013). The regional
climate civil society is also diverse in nature, agenda, and structure,
from grassroots organizations and local activists to national chapters
of international NGOs and national organizations. Thus, the
particularities of LAC climate politic s and civil society are
fundamental to understanding the role that the iGST can play in the
region and the specific way this initiative can contribute to climate
action.
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Mediterranean
pollution control
(Med Plan, 1975)

Local scientists, environmental groups, sympathetic policymakers, and key officials within the
United Nations Environment Program were able to persuade national governments to
participate in an international mechanism to regulate and control pollution from various
countries in the Mediterranean basin. They also facilitated the creation of enviro nmental
departments and agencies in most countries involved (Haas, 1989).

Nuclear arms control
(Antiballistic Missile
Arms Control Treaty,
1972)

Social movements and security experts provided their governments with the basis for
negotiations of an international treaty that established an international nuclear weapons
regime. They achieved this by producing coherent policy proposals and organizing fora,
conferences, media interventions, and other proximity spaces with policymakers, which
allowed them to exert political influence (Adler, 1992).

Banning
chlorofluorocarbons
(Montreal Protocol,
1987)

Scientists such as Frank Rowland and Mario Molina, environmental activists, and public
officials from different countries translated data and scholarly research on the negative effects
of CFCs on the ozone layer into policy proposals and shaped a commonly shared view of the
environmental problem their continued use posed. Not only did they prepare the inputs for

the political decision to be made, but they also managed to articulate the scientific and

political aspects of the problem in a way that allowed them to establish their point of view as
dominant, leading to the successful implementation of the Montreal Protocol, which banned
CFCs internationally (Haas, 1992).

Security sector
reforms in the
European Union (the
1990s)

A network of national and transnational scholars, activists, and security consultants formed an
epistemic community in the security policy domain and pushed for the conceptualization of
the matter through the lens of human security, merging security with development
cooperation and introducing the requirement of constant reforms in the EU security
institutions (Faleg, 2012).

Public support for
the Paris Agreement
and the COP21 (2015)

Climate experts, social movements, climate civil society, and activists provided information
regarding the policy debate around COP-21 and the signing of the Paris Agreement. This
epistemic community's endorsement significantly increased public support for the
international regime among the American population, regardless of ideological dispositions or
political preferences. In essence, if authoritative epistemic communities inform people, views
do change (Maliniak, Parajon, & Powers, 202Q.
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Relation to the

with
international ties

Caribbean Youth Climate

Movement, WRI, Ancon,

Fundaci—n Avina, ICM,

Climate Reality Project,
OLAC

processes and debates,
demarcated agenda, and

funding mostly from
international donors

3
Category Examples Key features international arena
Transnational AIDA, AILAC, Defined structure and Core to their agenda
NGOs and Greenpeace, Latin roles, professional staff, and activities
national NGOs American and the ties to international

Local NGOs and
research groups

CDHT, Fundaci—n Gaia
Pacha, Terra IntegraMX,
Fundaci—n BUAP, ONG
CVerde, AMEXGEN, Blog
CulturaGreen, WEEDS,
Fundaci—n Planeta Azul
Caribe, Red SUMAS,
Universidad Militar Nueva
Granada

Defined stru cture,
formed around
researchers and

activists, close ties to

local issues and actors,
funded through services

and private and social
donations

Favorable but with
low ties to their
everyday activities

Grassroots
organizations,
social and youth
movements

Ciudadanos Reforestando

QuerZtaro, Global Shapers

Rosario, J—venes Peruanog

frente al Cambio Climitico,

Pacto x el Clima 'y
YOUNGO Ocean Voice,
Reacci—n por el Planeta,
Voces Unidas de Puerto
Morelos

Organized around a

shared concern or issue,

horizontal decision-

making, volunteering
involvement, and

mostly self-financed

Links to
transnational social
networks and
coalitions but
skeptical about
outputs of
institutionalized
processes
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